Chairman’s newsletter

General

The allotment is over-flowing with produce - it is indeed the season of plenty. Rain at certain strategic times of the year produced a burst of growth as opposed to a rather poor spring last year. The deer seem to have left us something to eat. We are 100% full with a waiting list of four.

Problem with the bank
Around March this year we decided to move our account to Nat West which has a branch in the High Street. The previous bank, Barclays, was situated in Warminster. The reason for choosing this is lost in the lists of time. Getting the balance transferred (about £2,000) has been easier said than done.  They keep on returning cheques and instructions on the grounds that the signatures do not correspond. I may be the guilty one as my signature changes due to a mild Parkinson’s inherited from my father although this was noted in their records.
The committee has been paying expenses out of their own pockets but this cannot go on so I hope that my latest letter with two previously authorised signatures sent on 11th October will finally yield fruit.

New allotmenteers

We have allocated three plots and you will hopefully be meeting the new tenants at the AGM. The main factor we take notice of is the date of the application. Everything is done on a first come first basis. We do also ask questions about the amount of vegetable garden experience people have had, whereabouts they live with in Midsomer, the amount of help they might need and if they live far away the availability of transport.

We are trying to avoid the situation where people start off very keen but do not realise the amount of work that needs to be done.

Use of the allotments
We welcome well behaved children. Early experiences of following the example of the parents in formative years is a good investment in the future.
Why not consider using the area for a gathering? We have 12 seats and two tables. A BBQ can be bought along for the cooking of sausages or burgers. We are a communal facility after all. Please ask permission before doing anything “just so we know” 

Committee

I have had no communication from anybody about a wish to have an election so I have taken the liberty of assuming that you are satisfied with things as they are but even so I will have a vote (poll) at the AGM for those who would like a change. 

<mild rant>  
As for the existing committee the fact is that Will Newth and I do 90% of the work and it would be really appreciated if more people could come on the committee to take an active part which believe it or not is mainly in responding to emails about what to do in particular situations as they arise. Don’t get me wrong the work is rewarding but it is healthier to have representation from let us say six people. 

Primrose and lawn mowing.

I'm glad to say that the matter has been resolved with a cooperative council. I was not happy that the council were paying over £700 per year for work that was inconsistent to put it politely. They have now hired someone else to mow the main areas, the avenue in the middle and a square at the top. Those that have visited recently will see that they have done a good job and already the grass looks tidier.

But the down side is……
The responsibility for the area around the individual plots remains with the plot holder as it says in the agreement. To make the job easier, I have experimented with a push mower and the four sides of the plot can be tidied in a few minutes.  I have yet to source a such a mower. One was kindly provided and does work but is very heavy and would likely cause a hernia if you try to push it uphill.

Manure

Manure will be ordered on request. It will cost £1 per barrow. The first of the winter is due early November.

Wood chips

We have access to free woodchips. Please take as much as you need.

The community Shed
It is being used for the storage of garden implements. We have not heard of anything being stolen (except the appearance and disappearance of the green shovel) so do use the area for storage though we take no responsibility for lost objects.

Disposal of rubbish
This is the responsibility of the tenant though if you do have difficulty due to lack of transport, a word in our shell-like ear will bring results. The nearby recycle allows two visit per week and requires advance booking. 

Bonfires

We have bonfires from time to time and will let you all know (those on email) so you can bring stuff and pile it up by the shed. If you want your own fire, it should be after 4pm. That would be considerate of neighbours but in any event not on Mondays or when the wind is blowing from the east.
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